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Hishmeh introduced Joe Amandoli and Jeff Hata 
introduced Shawn  Amandoli.  Woody, Boy Scout 
Troop Leader, was introduced by Chuck Yunker.  Tom 
Swan introduced his guest, Liz Morrell from Westlake 
Village and Michael Scar introduced his wife, Suzanne 
from Oxnard Rotary.

Our song today was “Rotary Cruise” by John 
Borneman, to the tune of “Cruising Down the River” 
in honor of our 
cruise through the 
Ventura Harbor 
area and out to 
the Pier.  A jolly, 
nautical time 
was had by all! 
Announcements:
	President 

D e b o r a h 
welcomed Jan 
Lindsay back 
after his surgery.  
He was awarded 
an early Christmas 
gift from the Club:  
a game entitled, 
“Operation.”  How 

P r e s i d e n t 
Deborah Roberts rang 
the bell at noon to start 
the meeting.  We have 
a full house, today!  
President Deborah 
welcomed everyone. 
The inspirational 
message was delivered 
by Husam Hishmeh,  
telling us how thankful 
he and his family 
are for receiving the 
“Best Large Business” 
Award.  He attributed 
their success to all he 

has learned from being a Rotarian and following the 
code of “Do The Right Thing.”  We all have much for 
which to be thankful.

The flag salute 
was led by Michael 
Scar.   Introduction of 
guests was presented 
by Rich Stewart.  
There were visiting 
Rotarians from the 
downtown club:  Ed 
McCombs and Jim 
Owens.  From the 
Westlake Village club:  
Karl Keller, who was 
awarded the “Citizen 
of the Year Award” 
(congrats!).  Our own 
Donna Turner was in 
attendance.  Husam 

Meeting, cont’d on  page 3

Rich Stewart introduced guests & 
visiting Rotarians.

Husam Hishmeh gave our inspirational 
message.

Tom Hashbarger led us in another great song.
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2008 - 2009
Club Board of Directors

 
Deborah Roberts.................................................President
Jeff Hata.....................................................President Elect
................................................................... Past President
Wendy Pazen..................................................... Secretary
Deborah Zuniga.................................................. Treasurer
Devere L. (Pete) Gallagher.....................Sergeant at Arms
Vance Thompson.................................Director 2006-2009
Rich Stewart........................................Director 2006-2009
Steve Phillips.......................................Director 2007-2010
Nicolette Sloan....................................Director 2007-2010
Robert Lynn......................................... Director 2008-2011
Henry Oster......................................... Director 2008-2011

Avenues of Service Directors

Jeff Hata........................................................ Club Service
Husam Hishmeh................................... Vocational Service
Tom Swan............................................Community Service
Gary Moratz............................................New Generations
Dave Anderson.................................. International Service
Mark Smith.............................................................Interact 

Rotary International Officers

Paul P. Harris.........................................Founder of Rotary
D. K. Lee............................ President, Rotary International
Anil Garg................................. Governor, R.I. District 5240
Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith.... Governor Elect, R.I. District 5240
Deepa Willingham.......... Governor Nominee District 5240
Dr. John Carroll (In Memoriam)............. P.D.G. 1981-1982
Brenda Cressey..................................... P.D.G. 2001-2002
Marc Vertin............................................ P.D.G. 2002-2003
Arnie Dowdy.......................................... P.D.G. 2003-2004
Jan Lindsay........................................... P.D.G. 2004-2005
Sally Adelblue........................................ P.D.G. 2005-2006
Rich Abbott............................................ P.D.G. 2006-2007
Jane McClenahan.................................. P.D.G. 2007-2008

The Four Way Test
First ... Is it the TRUTH?  Second ... Is it FAIR to 
all concerned?  Third ... Will it build GOOD WILL 
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  Fourth ... Will it be 

BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Presidents Message ...

Deborah Roberts
President 2008-2009

Friends,
Well, we had a terrific meeting last week.  

Thank-you for your input; I think we can all 
agree that we have a specific goal with regards 
to membership for the remainder of the year.  
While I realize we aren’t alone in our struggles, 
especially with the current economical status, 
we are taking important steps to address the 
issue.  As you heard from our President-Elect, 
Jeff Hata, there are already some efforts to 
help retain and generate new membership.  

•	 On March 6th, 2009 The Rotary Club 
of Ventura-East will host the Chamber of 

Commerce monthly breakfast at the Pierpont Inn.  It is important we 
have representation from our Club at each of the tables that morning; 
that means at least 15 people in attendance.   

•	 Additionally, a brochure is being made to highlight some of 
the programs our club participates in and supports within the local 
community and internationally.  

•	 We will highlight specific programs as “Membership Drives”.  
Our first such program will be on February 19, 2009. We will move the 
meeting into the larger room to accommodate our invited guests.  Will 
everyone commit to a minimum of one guest?  Two or three would be 
ideal…..

•	 For those who may be struggling financially, the RCVE Board 
of Directors will put something in place this week to help alleviate the 
financial stress some may be experiencing.

•	 The Board will also be discussing best practices in a membership 
committee.  I’m thinking we need 4 or 5 people who can focus their 
efforts on membership.  Would you consider being a part of this initiative 
for our Club?

•	 We have our Children’s Christmas party Thursday evening at 
5:00.  What a great opportunity to show you associates what the Family 
of Rotary is all about.  Invite them and the children in their lives.

If you have any ideas that would be helpful, please submit them as 
soon as possible to one of your board members, or join us for a board 
meeting.  It will take the efforts of us all to bring in and retain new 
members.  So what are you waiting for? 

Before I close my article this week, I must say how impressed I 
am with another successful Silvercrest Dinner.  We had so many 
participating that it seemed like no work at all.  What a great evening.  
And of course, I can’t forget Vance and Jackie.  It was once again an 
awesome Christmas party at their home on Saturday.  Thank you for all 
of your efforts… and the champagne.   

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, Happy Hanukah, Happy 
Kwanza,

Deborah Roberts
President 2008-2009
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Programs
Program Chair: Rocky Ludes

December 18, 2008
Children’s Christmas Party - 5:00 pm!

December 25, 2008
Dark - Happy Holidays!

January 1, 2009
Dark - Happy New Year!

January 8, 2009
Rotary Foundation - Marc Vertin

Greeters
December 18, 2008

Ron Hertel & Bill Hicks
December 25, 2008

Dark
January 1, 2009

Dark
January 8, 2009

Husam Hishmeh & Judy Hoag

Rotary Recognition
Recognition Chair: Rich Stewart
December 18, 2008 - TBA
December 25, 2008 - Dark

January 1, 2009 - Dark
January 8, 2009 - TBA

Meetings
TBA

New Member Training Session

January 19, 2009
Vocational Service

3rd Mon/Month, 1811 Knoll Dr. 5:30 PM

January 20, 2009
Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Tue/Month, Mimi’s 7:00 AM

January 12, 2009
Club Service

2rd Mon/Month, 1811 Knoll Dr. 5:30 PM

January 12, 2009
Community Service

2rd Mon/Month, 1811 Knoll Dr. 5:30 PM

January 20, 2009
International Service

3rd Tue/Month, Marie Callender’s Noon

January 19, 2009
New Generations

3rd Mon/Month, 1811 Knoll Dr 5:30 PM

Every Monday
Buena Interact Club

Buena High School, Room 48 12:30 PM

fitting!
	The Board Meeting 

will be held next Tuesday the 
16th at 7:00 a.m. at Hishmeh 
Enterprises.  Food will be 
served.
	The NID to India 

cutoff date is December 22.
	Next week there will 

be no noon meeting.  It will 
be held instead at 5:00 p.m. 
and will be the Children’s 
Christmas Party at the 
Poinsettia Pavilion.  Please 
call Deborah Roberts with 
your reservations if you have 
not done so already.
	Remember Saturday 

for the Christmas Party at the home of Jackie and Vance Thompson 
and remember your exchange gift!  5:00 p.m.
	Ed McCombs, Downtown Club, brought his Club’s 

calendars for 2009.  A great opportunity for $8.00 and to help their 
projects.
	Drawing:  Deborah Perkins:  The drawing item today 

donated by Husam Hishmeh: $50. gift card to Barnes & Noble.   
The winner was Jeff Hata.  Congrats!  We raised $92. today, 
bringing our total to $2,142.  Wow!
	Judy Hoag announced that we had a profit of $10,500. 

from the Poinsettia sales.
	International Service:  Dave Anderson:  No report.
	Community Service:  Tom Swan:  A thank you to everyone’s 

help on the Bell Ringer project coming up Saturday the 20th!  The 
Silvercrest Dinner is this afternoon and we need everyone’s help.
	Club Service:  Jeff Hata:  The Harbor Cruise was last 

Friday.  It was be lots of fun!  We are hoping to schedule another 
during the summer months during the fair.  The last meeting was 
very spirited and we will be discussing it today as our program.
	Vocational Service:  Husam Hishmeh:  Meeting will be 

the second week of January along with New Generations.
	New Generations:  Gary Moratz:  No report.
Husam Hishmeh and Chuck Yunker presented the Student 

of the Quarter, Nicole Oliver.  They also introduced Nicole’s 
mother, Caroline Martinez and Scott Mannonen who is Nicole’s 
Wood Technology Teacher.  Scott spoke of her talent and she was 
presented with her award.  Congratulations, Nicole.  Nicole is 
planning to attend Mills College and wants to become a dentist.

Meeting, cont’d from page 1

Scott Mannonen presented Nicole Oliver with 
the Vocational Student of the Quarter Award. 
Nicole’s mother Caroline was also present.
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This space could be reserved
for

You ... Place your ad here!
Dr. Robert L. Pazen
Optometry
801 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93003
805/650-2020
Fax: 805/650-2024

Wendy Pazen
Office Manager

Upcoming Events
Dec. 18	 Children’s Christmas Party
Dec. 20	 Salvation Army Bell Ringing

2009
Jan. 7	 Ventura-East Game Night
May 23	 Paul Harris Night
Oct. 23 - 25	 District 5240 Confernce

AP BC Jeff.indd   2 4/20/05   12:27:41 PM

This space could be reserved
for

You ... Place your ad here!coming October 2009 
District 5240 Conference
Ventura Beach Marriott

More info to follow ...

Rotary Recognition:  Tom Hashbarger led the session by first 
thanking Jeff Hata for our new directory.  He then chose people to answer 
questions:  Bill Corey, Judy Hoag, Hank Oster, Harriet Clune, Joe 
Strohman, Monte Widders and Dick Norman.  

Happy Dollars came from :  Rich Stewart for the Salvation Army 
bell ringers’ pot because he will be out of state and can’t participate; Jeff 
Hata  for Wendy Pazen’s call from Miami telling us that the local movie 
theaters are running Rotary commercials before the films; Jeff Hata for 
his friend, Rachel, who is opening a new restaurant; Jan Lindsay the 
GoCareKids.org and for the Calcutta Metropolitan Rotary Club.  Also, 
Jan Lindsay has been accepted as a technical advisor for the Rotary 
Foundation for grant writing.  Congrats!  Bill Spellman donated $ for the 
Ojai Theatre new play that he is NOT acting in…; Carol Marquez for 
Valerie, who used to work for Sally as a caterer…Valerie says, “Hello” 
and she is now working for Channel Islands Paddle Boat Company; John 
Borneman was the program at the Simi Valley Club by invitation from 
Sally Adelblue who is now catering the University Club at Cal State 
Northridge; John Borneman reported that Sally has a new grandchild. 
Michelle Mercado also thanked Tom Swan for lending her his shirt to 
keep her warm (Wow, the shirt off his back!);

Our Program was announced by President Deborah Roberts.

“Love Me when I least deserve it, because 
that’s when I really need it.”

“Fear less, hope more; Eat less, chew more; Whine 
less, breathe more; Talk less, say more; Love more, and 

all good things will be yours”
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Weekly Raffle

Member NASD/SIPC/MSRB
CA Ins Lic #0823117

Branch Office
2555 Townsgate Road #300
Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-498-0988

Ventura Office
290 Maple Court #118
Ventura, CA 93003

Thomas B. Swan
Financial Consultant

Retirement Plans • Legacy Planning
Wealth Management Strategies

Alternative Investments

PHONE 805-644-3495
CELL 805-760-0673

FAX 805-644-8102
EMAIL tswan@fwg.com

Financial
West
GroupFWG

Thank you to Husam Hishmeh who 
donated a $50 gift card to Barnes 
& Noble for the raffle.  Our lucky 
winner was Jeff Hata!  

We raised $92 bringing our total to 
$2,142.

The next raffle will be held on 
January 8, 2009 and the prize will 
be donated by Jim Emch.
 
Deborah

Thank you Letter from Kim Cyprian
Hello Rotary Club Members :) 
  
I just wanted to say thank you all again for helping with my funding for 
college. This quarter is almost over here in UCSD; finals are next week. 
Based off of my performance here so far, I would say my first quarter is 
a success. I have been extremely involved with art here on campus! (If 
you might not recall, I am extremely into art) Also, I’ve joined a Muay 
Thai club and have been training a couple days a week for 11 weeks now 
and should soon begin sparring (after winter break) haha. Classes are 
amazingly wonderful! I’ve been doing my absolute best to stay on top of 
things and hopefully I’ll get all A’s (although I am unsure which “A” I 
will recieve.... A-, A, A+ who knows). I just wanted to update the Rotary 
Club members on my school status and say that it has been extremely 
enjoyable and that UCSD has so many opportunities! I’ve applied to 
tutor at one of the charter schools during winter quarter (because I 
managed to free up time on tuesdays and thursdays) and to find a second 
job... I currently am an on-staff illustrator for a major campus newspaper 
but seeing the debt up ahead I feel I should nip this one in the bud and 
find another part-time job :). Anyways, thank you again for your help and 
have a wonderful holiday season. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kim Cyprian 
Buena High School 
University of California, San Diego 

Silvercrest 2008
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This space is reserved for
Lynn’s Jewelry

(805) 642-5500

This space is reserved for
Hertel Development 

(805) 639-0350

This space is reserved for
Norman, Dowler, Sawyer, Israel, 

Walker & Barton
(805) 654-0911

Silvercrest 2008
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Rotary Club of Ventura-East, Membership List
100% Paul Harris Fellow Club

District 5240		  Chartered May 23, 1963
Albee, Lee.................................................................................. Honorary Member
Anderson, David...................................................................................Architecture
Andrews, LeRoy ¶................................................................................Architecture
Beckwith, Robert E ¶....................................................................Office Equipment
Borneman, John ¶............................................................................... Songleading
Canton, Rafael, M.D ¶.............................................................................Psychiatry
Cherry Eugene C., D.V.M. † ¶........................... Veterinary Practice, Small Animals
Clune, Harriet ¶................................................................Real Estate Management
Corliss, Andrew ¶................................................................................ Broadcasting
Coyner, Jeff........................................................................Attorney, Civil Litigation
Crozier, Thomas H. † ¶................................................... Real Estate Development
Debbas, Steve.......................................................................................Family Law
Doyle, Michael ¶..............................................................Real Estate Management
Eller, Jordan ¶.............................................................. Banking, Mortgage Lending
Emch, James H., C.P.A. ¶........................................................General Accounting
Finley, Tolani............................................................................................ Non-profit
Gallagher, Arlene (Tootie)........................................................... Honorary Member
Gallagher, Devere L. (Pete) ¶................................................ Automobile Servicing
Gregorchuk, Jill............................................................................ Banking Serivces
Gallagher, Richard ¶................................................................ Stock & Bond Sales
Gill, Floyd ¶.......................................................................................Bank Manager
Gray, William........................................................................Property Management
Hasan, Mohammed A., P.E., R.E.A. ¶.......................................... Civil Engineering
Hashbarger, Tom ¶.........................................................................Health Services
Hata, Jeff † § ¶ ............................................................................................Printing
Hertel, Ronald ¶..................................................... Real Estate Land Development
Hicks, William ¶........................................................ Domestic Automobiles, Retail
Hishmeh, Husam ¶..........................................................Restaurateur, Franchisee
Hoag, Judith ¶..........................................................Real Estate Sales, Residential
Lindsay, Jan Corwin, C.P.A. † § ¶ .....................................Small Business Accounting
Ludes, Rocky ¶...........................................................................................CPA Tax
Lynn, Robert ¶............................................................................................. Jewelry
Marquez-Olson, Carol † ¶..................................................................Travel Agency
Marsh, Sam...........................................................................Secondary Education
Masterson, John A. ¶................................................... Foreign Automobiles, Retail
McCombs, Greg † ¶.......................................................Construction Management
McGrath, Alice............................................................................. Honoray Member

Mercado, Michelle............................................................................Bank Manager
Moratz, Gary.....................................................................................Title Insurance
Norman, Richard M. ¶................................................................................Trial Law
O’Neil, Lee Frederic ¶....................................................... Real Estate Investments
Oster, Henry.................................................................................Internal Medicine
Pazen, Robert L., O.D. † § ¶................................................................... Optometry
Pazen, Wendy † § ¶....................................................................Office Managment
Perkins, Deborah...................................................................................Family Law
Phillips, Steve..............................................................Department Store, Manager
Polito, Ron ¶..................................................................... Commercial Real Estate
Roberts, Deborah † ¶.................................................................... Communications
Scar, Michael............................................................................ Business Machines
Shilton, Thomas E. ¶...............................................................................Pharmacy
Sloan, Nicolette...............................................................Banking, Business Loans
Smith, Ann........................................................................................Title Insurance
Smith, Mark Corbin ¶................................................................Religion, Protestant
Spellman, William J., D.D.S ¶ §................................................Prosthetic Dentistry
Stewart, Richard E. ¶...................................................Banking, Real Estate Loans
Stork, Midge, CFP, CSPG ¶.................................. Financial Planning, Investments
Strohman, Joseph, Jr ¶......................................................................Business Law
Swan, Thomas...........................................................................Investment Advisor
Thompson, Vance, CLU, ChFC ¶............................. Insurance, Financial Planning
Turner, Donna ¶.......................................................................... Honorary Member
Waddell, Sandy ¶...................................................... Contractor-Portable Buildings
Widders, Monte L. ¶.............................................................................General Law
Whitman, Diana.......................................................................... Honorary Member
Word, Jim ¶..................................................................................Department Store
Yuncker, Chuck........................................................................... Honorary Member
Zuniga, Deborah...........................................................................Financial Advisor

This space is reserved for
Law Offices of Myers, Widders, 

Gibson, Jones & Schneider L.L.P.
(805) 650-5915 This space is reserved for

Camp Trinity
Summer Day Camp

(805) 642-3801

† Master PRLS Graduate	 § Paul Harris Society		  ¶ Paul Harris Fellow
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