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Programs
Program Chair: Robert Pazen

May 8, 2014
Doing Medical Mission work in Africa - Kevin White, MD

May 15, 2014
What are you doing with the rest of your life - Mel Cheatham, MD

May 22, 2014
Bake Sale

May 29, 2014
TBA

Poinsettia Sales
Delivery Date

December 4, 2014

for information on fundraisers go to:
www.RotaryVenturaEast.org
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May 15  - Jordan Eller

May 22  - TBA

May 29  - Ken Kagan

June 5  - Wendy Pazen

Raffle Scholarship Donor
May 8 - Ken Kagan

May 15 - John Masterson

May 22 - Bob Noville

May 29 - Husah Hishmeh

June 5 - Jordan Eller
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2013 - 2014
Club Board of Directors

 
Tim Hughes.........................................................President
Dave Andersson.........................................President Elect
Jordan Eller................................................ Past President
Wendy Pazen..................................................... Secretary
Todd Juvonen..................................................... Treasurer
Carol Marquez-Olson.............................Sergeant at Arms
............................................................ Director 2011-2014
Vance Thompson................................. Director 2011-2014
Ken Kagan...........................................Director 2012-2015
Laura Shannon....................................Director 2012-2015
Bruce McGee.......................................Director 2013-2016
Bob Pazen...........................................Director 2013-2016

Avenues of Service Directors

Dave Anderson.............................................. Club Service
Joe Strohman....................................... Vocational Service
............................................................Community Service
Jeff Hata.................................................New Generations
Judy Hoag......................................... International Service
Mark Smith.............................................................Interact 

Rotary International Officers

Paul P. Harris.........................................Founder of Rotary
Ron D. Burton.................... President, Rotary International
Jack McClenahan................... Governor, R.I. District 5240
Loretta Butts.................. Governor Elect, R.I. District 5240
Jim Bell........................... Governor Nominee District 5240
Sally Adelblue........................................ P.D.G. 2005-2006
Rich Abbott............................................ P.D.G. 2006-2007
Jane McClenahan.................................. P.D.G. 2007-2008
Anil Garg................................................ P.D.G. 2008-2009
Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith............................ P.D.G. 2009-2010
Deepa Willingham................................. P.D.G. 2010-2011
Wade Nomura....................................... P.D.G. 2011-2012
Frank Ortiz............................................. P.D.G. 2012-2013

The Four Way Test
First ... Is it the TRUTH?  Second ... Is it FAIR to 
all concerned?  Third ... Will it build GOOD WILL 

and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  Fourth ... Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Dear fellow Rotarians, 
Our goal in 2013-14 is to Engage Rotary, Change Lives . All 

of us know that Rotary has incredible potential to do good work. 
It’s time to recognize how much more we could be doing and start 
working on new ways to turn that potential into reality. We’re 
going to do this by engaging Rotarians – by getting them involved, 
by getting them inspired, and by making sure that all Rotarians 
know just what a gift they have in Rotary. 

We’re going to make sure that the work we do in Rotary is 
solid, effective, and sustainable. And we’re going to make sure 
that Rotary itself will last – by committing to our goal of 1.3 
million Rotarians in our clubs by the year 2015. 

That goal is a little different from membership goals we’ve 
had in the past. The goal isn’t just bringing in new members. The 
goal is growing Rotary. The goal is making Rotary bigger, not just 
with more members, but with more involved, engaged, motivated 
members who will be the ones to lead us into our future. 

Each of us has our own reason for joining Rotary – but I believe 
we all want to make a difference. We all want to be doing something 
meaningful. That is absolutely essential for us to remember when 
we talk about membership. 

We’re not asking just anyone to join Rotary. We’re looking to 
attract busy, successful, motivated people who care. We’re asking 
them to take their valuable time and give it to Rotary. So if they 
say yes, and they come and join our club, then we’d better be 
showing them that their time in Rotary is well spent. 

We have to make sure that every Rotarian, in every club, has a 
meaningful job – one that makes a real difference to the club and 
the community. Because when you’re doing something meaningful 
in Rotary, Rotary is meaningful to you. 

In Rotary, we all have something to give. At every stage of our 
lives and our careers, Rotary has something for all of us – a way 
to let us do more, be more, and give more. Rotary gives our lives 
more meaning, more purpose, and greater satisfaction. And the 
more we give through Rotary, the more Rotary gives back to us 
in return. 

Message from our RI President 
Ron Burton
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Meeting May 1, 2014
Reported by Jeff Hata

President Tim rang the 
bell and invited everybody 
to enjoy lunch, guests and 
visiting Rotarians please 
go first.

Vance Thompson led us 
in the Salute to the Flag.

Dave Anderson 
introduced guests and 
visiting Rotarians. We 
didn’t have any guests, but 
Dave welcomed our job 
shadow participants.

John Borneman told, or 
tried to, tell a joke and then 
led us in a song.

Bill Gray supplied our 
raffle prize, a very nice basket of goodies and wine, and also 
sold the raffle tickets today.

President Tim spoke about upcoming scholarships and if 
there were any seniors in 
the job shadow group time 
is running out to turn in 
your application!

President Tim thanked 
everyone who attended the 
social at Discovery.

President Tim reminded 
us that Tom Shilton has 
resigned from the club to 
move to Salt Lake. We 
are trying to put together a 
little farewell for Tom at an 
upcoming meeting.

Bruce McGee spoke 
about the Ventura Beach 
Festival BBQ on Saturday 
and the Horse Rescue BBQ on Sunday. Saturday is good for 
volunteers, but we need more help for Sunday. Bruce thanked 
Wendy Pazen for getting the insurance taken care of.

If you’ve taken the food handling training class, please let 
Bruce know. Also, the BBQ for May 13th has been canceled.

Monte Widders spoke about his trip to Nicaragua with 
his son. While in Nicaragua Monte and his son toured our 
projects and was quite impressed with how much they have 
grown since Monte was last in Nicaragua.

John Borneman told us a joke and led 
us in a song.

Bruce McGee spoke about 
upcoming BBQ’s.

father, cont’d on page 4

Vocational Service - Joe 
Strohman let us know that 
our District Awards have 
been submitted. 

Joe let us know that the 
next Student of the Quarter 
would be in 2 weeks and 
also let us know about the 
upcoming Law Day 5k.

President Tim has just 
finished reading the book 
“Fearless” and recommends 
it highly. President Tim 
then told us a joke.

Bill Gray then conducted 
our raffle and our lucky 
winner was one of our job 
shadow teachers.

Happy $’s: Sam Marsh, Bill Spellman, Wendy Pazen, John 
Borneman, Carol Marquez, Judy Hoag and Bob Lynn.

Rotary special to a father 
in failing health

Dave Mars owned a commercial printing company 
in Los Angeles. He was the one who asked my father to 
join the Wilshire Rotary club in 1982.

“How did you know Dave Mars?” I ask.
My father mulls over this for a while but doesn’t 

come up with anything. My stepmother, Jerri, goes back 
to the filing cabinets in the office off their bedroom and 
miraculously returns with a handful of small Rotary 
pamphlets, actual facebooks, each one containing about 
30 pages of black and white photographs of the men in 
the club, along with their names and their jobs. We look 
through 1982 and, sure enough, there’s Dave Mars.

In 1982, my father was a captain in the Los Angeles 
Police Department. “I had to be in some sort of service 
club,” he tells me. “Required.” The idea was that 
knowing people in the community was a good way of 
finding out where the problems in that community were. 
It was also a good way to meet the people who might be 
helpful in solving the problems you were dealing with as 
a police officer in Los Angeles. My father and I have 

Monte Widders spoke about touring 
our projects in Nicaragua.
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Jeff Hata_____________________
3533 Arundell Circle #B 
Ventura, CA 93003

OFFICE (805) 650-0733
FAX (805) 650-9904
WEB www.MyAnchorPrinting.com
EMAIL Jeff@MyAnchorPrinting.com

Rotary Club of Ventura-East
Post Office Box 3012

Ventura, California 93006

info@RotaryVenturaEast.org

Clubs Nearby ...

Ventura-South	 12:00 pm	 Monday
Wedgewood Banquet Center

Santa Paula	 12:00 pm	 Monday
The Glen Tavern Inn

Ojai West	 7:00 am	 Tuesday
Soule Park GC

Camarillo Breakfast	 7:00 am	 Tuesday
Spanish HIlls GC

Oxnard	 12:10 pm	 Tuesday
Courtyard by Marriott

Fillmore Sunrisers	 6:45 am	 Wednesday
Varies, go to their website

Ventura	 12:00 pm	 Wednesday
The Derby Club

Camarillo	 12:00 pm	 Wednesday
Camarillo Center for Spiritual Living

Oxnard Sunrise	 7:30 am	 Thrusday
Tomas Cafe

Fillmore	 12:05 pm	 Thursday
The Fillmore & Western Train

Ojai	 12:00 pm	 Friday
Soule Park GC

Rotary Club of Ventura-East on social media ...
“Like” us on FaceBook

www.FaceBook.com/venturaeast 
“Follow” us on Twitter

www.Twitter.com/VenturaEast

Dr. Robert L. Pazen
Optometry
801 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93003
805/650-2020
Fax: 805/650-2024

Wendy Pazen
Office Manager

Father, cont’d on page 5

father, cont’d from page 3

Ann Patchett is the author of nine books, including “Bel Canto,” “State of Wonder,” 
and most recently, “This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage.” She has won the PEN/
Faulkner Award, England’s Orange Prize, and the Book Sense Book of the Year. She 
was named one of Time magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the World. Photo 

Credit: Heidi Ross

talked about the riots in L.A. We’ve talked about the famous homicide 
cases he worked on – Sharon Tate, Bobby Kennedy. I think it would be 
nice to talk about something he actually liked for a change. “So, that first 
time you went to Rotary,” I say. “Did you like it?”

He gives his head a small shake. “It was like going to a fraternity house, 
and I wasn’t a member of the fraternity.”

My father was 50 the year he joined the Wilshire Rotary Club of Los 
Angeles. I was a sophomore in college. He did 100 pull-ups every morning, 
100 push-ups, more sit-ups than there are stars in the sky. He logged hours 
on his NordicTrack and stationary bike. I’m 50 now, and my father is 
82. He is in a wheelchair, the outcome of a neurological disease called 
progressive supranuclear palsy. It’s like Parkinson’s, but it’s worse. His 
voice, along with everything else, has grown weak. To hear him, one needs 
to turn off all other distractions, sit close, listen.

“Rotary got better,” he says. It wasn’t long before he made friends 
– Russ Johnson and Mike Reed, Al Woodill and Ake Sandler. There 
wasn’t as much time for friendship in those days. Being a captain in the 
Los Angeles Police Department was no small thing. My father wore two 
service revolvers under his suit jacket. He had a terrific wife, a nice house, 
two daughters in college. The unexpected benefit of the service club 
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Weekly Raffle

This space could be reserved
for

you ... Place your ad here!

This space could be reserved
for

you ... Place your ad here!

Our raffle prize this week was a 
Picnic “Goodie” basket filled with all 
kinds of good stuff donated by Bill 
Gray.

Our lucky winner today was one of 
our Job Shadow teachers.

Bill told us that we raised $115 
today for scholarships.

Congratulations to our lucky teacher 
and thank you to Bill Gray for your 
generous donation.

Father, cont’d from page 4

father, cont’d on page 6

requirement was that once a week he got to go to the Ambassador Hotel 
and have a nice lunch with a group of guys he liked. He became a member 
of the fraternity. I start flipping through the other years of Wilshire Rotary 
pamphlets on the kitchen table. I find Frank Patchett. I notice that year 
after year it was a group of guys, only guys. I mention this.

“A woman could come to a meeting as a guest,” my father remembers. 
“If she went up to a table and said, ‘May I sit here?’ half the time the 
answer was no. If she didn’t ask first, if she just sat down, the guys would 
stand up and go to another table.”

In Los Angeles? In the 1980s?
“Late ‘80s,” my father says. “We didn’t get our first woman member 

until 1989.” In 1992, he became president of Wilshire Rotary. One of the 
club members said to him, “If you let another woman become a member, 
I’ll turn in my resignation.” My father asked for his resignation. While he 
was president, the club accepted two more female members.

“He was thinking of the two of you,” Jerri says, referring to me and my 
sister. She reaches over to pat my hand, something my father can no longer 
do.

My father wanted my sister and me to live in a world where women 
were safer than they had been before, where women were promoted fairly 
in their jobs, and where women could sit down to lunch at a service club 
without having the men at the table get up and move. All in all, I think 
he did a remarkably good job. My sister, Heather, joined Rotary in 1992 
in Mankato, Minn. She said her daughter Lauren was the first baby born 
to the club. When she moved to South Carolina, she joined Rotary again, 
and when she moved to east Tennessee, she joined the Rotary Club of 
Greeneville.

By 1999, my father and stepmother had retired from their jobs in Los 
Angeles. They moved to Fallbrook, Calif., an agricultural community two 
hours south of the city. The only people they knew when they moved there 
were Mike and Beth Reed, who had retired to Fallbrook before them. Mike 
and my father had been friends through Wilshire Rotary.

“I remember they invited us to their Christmas party,” Jerri says. “It 
was our first invitation to anything in Fallbrook. We were so happy to go. 
We didn’t know a soul there.” Soon after that, Mike invited Dad to be a 
member of the Rotary Club of Fallbrook.

I ask my father about the difference between the two clubs. “I don’t 
remember doing service projects in Wilshire,” he says. I remind him that 
in Los Angeles in 1982, that club was made up of men like him, and that 
no one had the time to paint the houses of low-income families or pick up 
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father, cont’d from page 5

trash on the side of the road, things that the Fallbrook Rotary club, with a 
healthy contingent of retired members, has made a priority. Once a year, 
the members host a giant lobster supper fundraiser to make sure there’s 
money to meet project needs in their community.

Rotary, which back in Los Angeles had met my father’s professional 
obligations at the busiest point in his life, now meets his needs in a much 
more basic way. Every Thursday, Jerri drives him to the Grand Tradition 
in Fallbrook, a fancy event and garden center with a good restaurant. 
Members at every table flag him over to join them as Jerri pushes his 
wheelchair through the room. Dad’s friend Connie Fish, who was one of 
the first women to join the Fallbrook club, stands in line to get him his 
lunch. She’ll feed him his lunch too, unless someone else asks to do it.

In January of this year, my sister’s husband, Bill, died unexpectedly. 
It was, for all of us who loved him, a nearly unbearable loss. Because 
traveling across the country wasn’t possible for my father, he and Jerri 
stayed in California, their hearts broken for my sister and for themselves, 
being so far away from her. But that week they went to Rotary, and when 
they told their friends what had happened, their friends prayed. The week 
after that they prayed for Bill and for my sister, and the week after that 
they prayed again. Rotary members sent cards. They sent donations to the 
charity my sister had chosen. They stood by my father and Jerri.

I was with my sister in Tennessee and stood by her in the receiving 
line after the funeral, where again and again strangers shook my hand 
and offered me their condolences. “I know your sister from Rotary,” they 
said.

I am thrilled that Rotary International is making such progress in its fight 
against polio, but it must be said that Rotary is also providing a service too 
ineffable for campaign slogans. It has been a source of friendship, and 
when something deeper than even friendship is called for, it has been 
family. The global effort and the Thursday lunch exist side by side, the 
shared information of businesspeople and the plate brought to the table. It 
seems to me that this is the most extraordinary accomplishment of all.

This story originally appeared in the May 2014 issue of The Rotarian. 
By Ann Patchett
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Rotary Club of Ventura-East, Membership List
100% Paul Harris Fellow Club

District 5240		  Chartered May 23, 1963
Albee, Lee....................................................................................................Retired
Anderson, David...................................................................................Architecture
Beckwith, Robert E.......................................................................Office Equipment
Borneman, John.................................................................................. Songleading
Canton, Rafael, M.D................................................................................Psychiatry
Cerasuolo, Josh........................................................ Professional Carpet Cleaning
Clune, Harriet..................................................................Real Estate Management
Corliss, Andrew................................................................................... Broadcasting
DuBois, Eric................................................................................... Funeral Director
Eller, Jordan................................................................. Banking, Mortgage Lending
Emch, James H., C.P.A............................................................General Accounting
Gallagher, Devere L. (Pete)................................................... Automobile Servicing
Gallagher, Richard................................................................... Stock & Bond Sales
Gill, Floyd.................................................................................................... Banking
Gonzalez, Jesse.......................................................... Automotive, Repair & Sales
Gray, Bill...............................................................................Property Management
Hashbarger, Tom............................................................................Health Services
Hata, Jeff.....................................................................................................Printing
Hertel, Ronald........................................................ Real Estate Land Development
Hicks, William........................................................... Domestic Automobiles, Retail
Hishmeh, Husam.............................................................Restaurateur, Franchisee
Hoag, Judith............................................................Real Estate Sales, Residential
Hoag, Will................................................................................... Honorary Member
Hughes, Tim............................................................Real Estate Sales, Residential
Jimenez, Richard........................................................................ Honorary Member
Juvonen, Todd............................................................................Financial Services
Kagan, Kenneth................................................................................................ CPA
Kruetz, Nicole............................................................................................. Banking
Lindsay, Jan Corwin, C.P.A..........................................Small Business Accounting
Ludes, Rocky..............................................................................................CPA Tax
Lynn, Robert................................................................................................Jewelry
Marquez-Olson, Carol.......................................................................Travel Agency
Marsh, Sam...........................................................................Secondary Education
Masterson, John A....................................................... Foreign Automobiles, Retail
McGee, Bruce.............................................................................. Wholesale Foods
Norman, Richard M...................................................................................Trial Law
Norstedt, Chris............................................................................ Honorary Member

Noville, Robert............................................................... Civil Engineering (Retired)
Pazen, Robert L., O.D............................................................................ Optometry
Pazen, Wendy..........................................................................Office Management
Polito, Ron........................................................................ Commercial Real Estate
Ponce De Leon, Augie................................................................ Honorary Member
Potts, Cari Ann............................................................................................Attorney
Shannon, Laura....................................................................Wholesale Pet Supply
Shilton, Thomas E...................................................................................Pharmacy
Smith, Mark Corbin...................................................................Religion, Protestant
Spellman, William J., D.D.S......................................................Prosthetic Dentistry
Stewart, Richard E.......................................................Banking, Real Estate Loans
Stork, Midge, CFP, CSPG.................................... Financial Planning, Investments
Strohman, Joseph, Jr.........................................................................Business Law
Swan, Thomas...........................................................................Investment Advisor
Thompson, Allison............................................................................................ CPA
Thompson, Vance, CLU, ChFC................................ Insurance, Financial Planning
Turner, Donna............................................................................. Honorary Member
Waddell, Sandy........................................................ Contractor-Portable Buildings
Widders, Monte L................................................................................General Law
Whitman, Diana.......................................................................... Honorary Member
Word, Jim....................................................................................Department Store
Yuncker, Chuck........................................................................... Honorary Member
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