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Programs
Program Chair: Joe Strohman / Ken Kagan / Alison Thompson / 

Tom Hashbarger

September 10, 2015
Interview - Tim Blackwell
September 17, 2015

Husam Hishmeh - Onsite:Hishmeh Enterprises
September 23, 2015

Joint Meeting with Downtown - Offsite Ventura Botanical Gardens
October 1, 2015

Jessie Hawkins - United Way of Ventura County
October 8, 2015

Interview - Bill Crookston / Jim Bean
October 15, 2015

Joe Paul - ARC Foundation
October 22, 2015

Darin Schindler - Police Body Cameras
October 29, 2015

Jim Rice - Bell Arts Factory

Poinsettia Sales
Delivery Date

December 3, 2015

for information on fundraisers go to:
www.RotaryVenturaEast.org
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New Generations	 August 26, 2015  6:00 pm	   
	 Conference Call (213) 992-5290  PIN 01623

International Service	 TBD

Marketing			   TBD

Membership			   TBD

Fundraisers

Important Dates

District Conference................................................................Oct. 2 - 4
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Moorpark Civil War Reenactment (BBQ Team)....................Nov. 7 - 8 Greeter

September 10 - Bob Noville

Raffle Scholarship Donor
September 10 - Daryl Cruser
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2015 - 2016
Club Board of Directors

 
Bruce McGee.......................................................President
Husam Hishmeh.........................................President Elect
Dave Anderson........................................... Past President
Tom Hashbarger................................................. Secretary
Alison Thompson................................................ Treasurer
Dick Gallagher........................................Sergeant at Arms
............................................................Director 2013-2016
Laura Shannon....................................Director 2013-2016
Todd Juvonen......................................Director 2014-2017
............................................................Director 2014-2017
Tim Blackwell.......................................Director 2015-2018
............................................................Director 2015-2018

Avenues of Service Directors

Husam Hishmeh............................................ Club Service
Joe Strohman....................................... Vocational Service
Nicole Kreutz.......................................Community Service
Jeff Hata.......................................................Youth Service
Judy Hoag......................................... International Service

Rotary International Officers

Paul P. Harris.........................................Founder of Rotary
K.R. Ravindran.................. President, Rotary International
Jim Bell................................... Governor, R.I. District 5240
John Weiss.................... Governor Elect, R.I. District 5240
....................................... Governor Nominee District 5240
Rich Abbott............................................ P.D.G. 2006-2007
Jane McClenahan.................................. P.D.G. 2007-2008
Anil Garg................................................ P.D.G. 2008-2009
Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith............................ P.D.G. 2009-2010
Deepa Willingham................................. P.D.G. 2010-2011
Wade Nomura....................................... P.D.G. 2011-2012
Frank Ortiz............................................. P.D.G. 2012-2013
Jack McClenahan.................................. P.D.G. 2014-2015
Loretta Butts.......................................... P.D.G. 2015-2016

The Four Way Test
First ... Is it the TRUTH?  Second ... Is it FAIR to 
all concerned?  Third ... Will it build GOOD WILL 

and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  Fourth ... Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Presidents Message ...

Bruce McGee
President 2015-2016

Greetings from President Bruce

We are filling our tables each week during 
summer and adding new members, please 
carefully consider who you will invite to come 
and check us out. Our goal is to grow back to 
64 members , it is everyone’s role to take part 
in growing membership.

This week our program is a member 
interview with Mr. Insurance Dude and BBQ 
chair Tim Blackwell being “grilled” by Joe 

Strohman it should be very interesting. Bring a guest.

Upcoming off site events-both our regular meetings
Thursday Sept 17 at Dominoes Pizza Telegraph and Petit noon, 

this meeting will allow us to check out a local business and will 
see the launch of our new employee of the quarter award

Sept 23 Wednesday combined meeting  at the Ventura Botanical 
Gardens site to consider establishing a Rotary site at the Gardens.
•	 This meeting starts 12.15 and will end at 1.15. It will include 

lunch, a brief program and opportunity to explore a Rotary site.
•	 The site will have a 4 way test and Rotary wheel on display for 

all who use the gardens to enjoy.
•	 Access to the meeting is North Kalorama to Summit drive, 

then follow directions from volunteers. A map to the site will 
follow and parking is available, however we recommended 
carpooling.

•	 A hat , sunscreen and sunglasses are advised, this is an outdoor 
meeting under trees on top of the gardens.

VENTURA EAST ROTARY 2015-16 BOARD GOALS

We will strive to hit these goals, please review and commit to 
them

1.	 GROW MEMBERSHIP FROM  44 TO 64
2.	 DEVELOP AN ON-BOARDING AND MENTOR 

PROGRAM FOR NEW MEMBERS
3.	 HAVE FUN
4.	 DEVELOP A CULTURE OF LEADERSHIP TO 

GROW INVOLVEMENT AND SHARE THE LOAD
5.	 INCREASE COMMUNITY SERVICE FREQUENCY 

TO	HAVE FUN AND GROW MEMBERS
6.	 FUNDING-DOUBLE POINSETTIA SALES, 

REVAMP BBQ TEAM THIS YEAR

Serving with the best,
Bruce McGee
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Meeting September 3, 2015
Reported by Jeff Hata

President Bruce 
McGee rang the bell and 
invited everyone to get 
their lunch, guests and 
visiting Rotarians first.

Bob Noville led us in 
the Flag Salute.

President Bruce 
thanked Alison 
Thompson for greeting 
and Bob Lynn for taking 
attendance.

Jim Emch introduced 
guests and visiting 
Rotarians.

Guest of Husam 
Hishmeh was Jim McGee. 

Guest of President Bruce was Jason Robivo and guest of 
Tim Blackwell was Greg Fry.

Dave Anderson gave our joke of the week. John 
Borneman did not have a song this week but John did 
have another joke. Not to be outdone, Tim Hughes then 
got up and gave another 
joke!

President Bruce told 
us that the Foundation 
Board had met and that 
Midge Stork was elected 
to be the Foundation 
Board Vice President. 
The Foundation Board 
has also freed up half 
of the Schwab account 
for community giving 
(general fund). Half of 
the interest generated by 
the general fund will be 
available annually for 
community giving.

Vance Thompson asked for a volunteer to host the 
Christmas Party.

Kathy McGee gave our Inspirational Message.
President Bruce reminded us about the District 

Conference in Bakersfield Oct. 2 - 4.
Dave Anderson explained the bookkeeping rotation. 

Vance Thompson will be covering this job in September.
ABC’s, cont’d on page 4

Rich Stewart said that Atlas School is requesting we 
do tutoring again this year and asked for volunteers.

Husam Hishmeh reminded us about the offsite meeting 
at the Domino’s store at Telephone & Petit on October 
17th.

Jeff Hata spoke about RYLA. We will be sponsoring 6 
students again this year.

Midge Stork spoke about the article in the Rotarian 
about Aseefa Bhutto Zardari.

Midge Stork conducted the raffle and our lucky winner 
was Bob Noville!!!!

Midge Stork told us that we average about $110 a week 
for the general fund.

Tim Hughes volunteered to represent the club at the 
Ventura Chamber Breakfast for the remainder of the year.

Bill Hicks told us that Casitas is hoping to be the 
rowing venue for the Olympics if L.A. get them.

President Bruce told us there will be a NID project in 
November. If interested contact President Bruce.

Monte Widders visited us today!!!

Poinsettia Orders

It’s that time of the year again ... time to beat the 
bushes and get those poinsettia orders for Christmas!

Special thank you to members who have already 
brought in orders!

Andy Corliss		  John Masterson
Wendy Pazen		  Husam Hishmeh
Ron Polito			   Jordan Eller
You guys are the best!

Did ya know???
The ABC’s of Rotary by Cliff Dochterman

1992-93 President
Rotary International

More Rotary Firsts...
•	 Rotary became bilingual in 1916 when the first club 

was organized in a non-English-speaking country-
Havana, Cuba.

•	 Rotary established the “Endowment Fund” in 
1917, which became the forerunner of The Rotary 
Foundation.

•	 Rotary first adopted the name “Rotary International” 
in 1922 when the name was changed from the 

Jim Emch introduced guests & 
visiting Rotarians.
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Jeff Hata_____________________
3533 Arundell Circle #B 
Ventura, CA 93003

OFFICE (805) 650-0733
FAX (805) 650-9904
WEB www.MyAnchorPrinting.com
EMAIL Jeff@MyAnchorPrinting.com

This space could be reserved
for

you ... Place your ad here!

Rotary Club of Ventura-East
Post Office Box 3012

Ventura, California 93006

info@RotaryVenturaEast.org

Clubs Nearby ...

Ventura-South	 12:00 pm	 Monday
Wedgewood Banquet Center

Santa Paula	 12:00 pm	 Monday
The Glen Tavern Inn

Ojai West	 7:00 am	 Tuesday
Soule Park GC

Camarillo Breakfast	 7:00 am	 Tuesday
Spanish Hills GC

Oxnard	 12:10 pm	 Tuesday
Courtyard by Marriott

Fillmore Sunrisers	 6:45 am	 Wednesday
Varies, go to their website

Ventura	 12:00 pm	 Wednesday
The Derby Club

Camarillo	 12:00 pm	 Wednesday
Camarillo Center for Spiritual Living

Oxnard Sunrise	 7:30 am	 Thursday
Tomas Cafe

Fillmore	 12:05 pm	 Thursday
The Fillmore & Western Train

Ojai	 12:00 pm	 Friday
Soule Park GC

Rotary Club of Ventura-East on social media ...
“Like” us on FaceBook

www.FaceBook.com/venturaeast 
“Follow” us on Twitter

www.Twitter.com/VenturaEast

Zardari, cont’d on page 5

ABC’s, cont’d from page 3
International Association of Rotary Clubs.

•	 Rotary first established the Paul Harris Fellows recognition in 1957 
for contributors of $1,000 to The Rotary Foundation.

•	 The Rotary club which first held meetings on a weekly basis was 
Oakland, California, the Number 3 club.

•	 The Rotary emblem was printed on a commemorative stamp for the 
first time in 1931 at the time of the Vienna Convention.

•	 The first Rotary club banner (from the Houston Space Center) to orbit 
the moon was carried by astronaut Frank Borman, a member of that 
club.

•	 The first Rotary International convention held outside the United 
States was in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1921.

•	 The first head of state to address a Rotary convention was U.S. 
President Warren G. Harding in 1923 at St. Louis.

POLIO: THE ROTARIAN 
CONVERSATION WITH ASEEFA 

BHUTTO ZARDARI

Illustration by Berto Martinez
From the September 2015 issue of The Rotarian

Before her family was forced into exile, before her mother was 
assassinated, before her father became president, Aseefa Bhutto Zardari 
was known for something simpler, but in some ways equally powerful: 
In 1994, she became the first child in Pakistan to receive the oral polio 
vaccine, as part of the country’s first National Immunization Day. Benazir 
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Weekly Raffle

This space could be reserved
for

you ... Place your ad here!

This space could be reserved
for

you ... Place your ad here!

Today’s raffle prize was $50 cash 
graciously donated by Husam Hishmeh. 
Our lucky winner was Bob Noville!

Thank you to Husam Hishmeh 
for your generous donation and 
congratulations to Bob.

Zardari, cont’d on page 6

Zardari, cont’d from page 4

Bhutto, then prime minister, gave the drops to her daughter herself, a 
compelling endorsement of the nascent campaign.

“I was a baby at the time, so I don’t remember it,” says Bhutto Zardari, 
now 22. “But the moment was an inspirational one for the nation, and 
encouraged women to believe that polio drops were and are safe.”

In 1988, at age 35, Benazir Bhutto became the first woman elected to 
lead a Muslim country. She was assassinated in 2007, just months after she 
had returned to Pakistan after almost nine years in exile. But Aseefa Bhutto 
Zardari – whose father, Asif Ali Zardari, served as president of Pakistan 
from 2008 to 2013 – is carrying on her mother’s work. As a Rotary polio 
ambassador, she meets with officials, visits schools, and talks with families 
of health workers who were killed while working to vaccinate children.

Bhutto Zardari has raised the profile of the polio eradication campaign 
in Pakistan and around the world. She writes about the topic for the 
Huffington Post and joined Rotary International General Secretary John 
Hewko onstage at the 2012 Global Citizen Festival in New York City’s 
Central Park. On Twitter, with more than half a million followers, she 
encourages people in Pakistan to support ending polio and chastises those 
who stand in the way. In April, she invited two other prominent women 
in Pakistani politics to join her in the polio eradication effort, a move that 
garnered media coverage across the country.

In 1994, the year Bhutto Zardari received those first drops of vaccine, 
Pakistan had an estimated 35,000 cases of polio. As of 10 June, 24 cases had 
been reported in the country in 2015. Bhutto Zardari, who is completing 
a master’s degree in global health and development in London, talked to 
us about ending polio in Pakistan, her future in politics, and prospects for 
peace in her country.

THE ROTARIAN: Recently in Pakistan, some parents who refused 
the polio vaccine for their children have been arrested. Are those arrests 
justified?

BHUTTO ZARDARI: There is a great ethical debate about whether 
the arrests are justified. Is it the right of the citizen to refuse care? Is it 
the right of the child to have the best health care? Personally, I don’t 
believe arresting people is the best solution. Parents want the best for their 
children, and they are trying to ensure their safety. Educating the parents 
and persuading them to let their children have the polio drops is more 
powerful and, although time consuming, will be more successful in the 
long term.

TR: You’re active on Twitter. If you could use more than 140 characters 
on Twitter to send a message to parents who choose not to vaccinate, what 
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Zardari, cont’d from page 5

Zardari, cont’d on page 8

would you say?
BHUTTO ZARDARI: In the media environment today, so much of our 

lives and what we seek to do is oversimplified, often stripped of meaning 
and context. Much of what I say on Twitter about this topic [of vaccination] 
is directed at people in positions of influence who are abusing their position 
by taking an anti-vaccination approach, rather than at individual parents. I 
know that the majority of parents, even those refusing vaccinations, have 
their children’s best interests at heart.

To parents who have held off on vaccinating: Do not take rumors as truth 
or let people use health as a political or religious weapon. Your children’s 
lives are at risk, and by giving them two small drops, you can ensure they 
will avoid the suffering that polio can cause. Speak to families who have 
experienced polio personally. Talk to the polio workers and learn from 
them.

If we had to reduce it to a campaign slogan, I would say to those parents: 
Don’t rob your children of a future they deserve. Give them a chance. Let 
them get the polio vaccine.

TR: What is the future of the polio eradication campaign in Pakistan? 
How will you continue your involvement?

BHUTTO ZARDARI: There is a serious disconnect between the 
significant and targeted efforts put in by the provincial governments and 
the hands-off approach taken by the federal government. To ensure the best 
chance of success, we need collaboration with the federal and provincial 
governments in order to have a united front. Along with this, we need to 
focus on training more lady health workers [a program launched by Benazir 
Bhutto that has trained more than 100,000 women to provide community 
health services] and polio workers. These health care workers will be 
able to use their expertise to support other areas of our health service in 
the future, and we need to plan for this. I am committed to a polio-free 
Pakistan, but I’m also committed to a healthier Pakistan overall. For now 
my focus is on polio, but I hope to carry on my training to get involved in 
other areas of health care.

This campaign needs more resources, especially in the environment 
of fragile security that so many of our heroic vaccinators face. The PPP 
[Pakistan People’s Party, founded by Bhutto Zardari’s grandfather, Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto] recently proposed that donors fund a security health corps to 
protect vaccinators as they attempt to reach children in dangerous areas. 
This is crucial to protect the lives of our vaccinators and to ensure the 
success of the program. I often hear of vaccinators returning from high-
security-risk areas, such as Quetta, who were unable to reach children 



Page 7

Rotary Club of Ventura-East, Membership List
100% Paul Harris Fellow Club

District 5240		  Chartered May 23, 1963
Albee, Lee....................................................................................................Retired
Anderson, David...................................................................................Architecture
Blackwell, Tim.......................................................................................... Insurance
Borneman, John.................................................................................. Songleading
Burgh, Jeff........................................................................................... Government
Canton, Rafael, M.D................................................................................Psychiatry
Cekov, Michelle.......................................................................................Non-Profit
Clune, Harriet..................................................................Real Estate Management
Corliss, Andrew................................................................................... Broadcasting
Crookston, Bill.......................................................................... Education (Retired)
Cruser, Daryl............................................................................................ Insurance
Debbas, Natalie.......................................................................... Honorary Member
Eller, Jordan................................................................. Banking, Mortgage Lending
Emch, James H., C.P.A............................................................General Accounting
Gallagher, Devere L. (Pete)................................................... Automobile Servicing
Gallagher, Richard................................................................... Stock & Bond Sales
Gray, Bill...............................................................................Property Management
Hashbarger, Tom............................................................................Health Services
Hata, Jeff.....................................................................................................Printing
Hicks, William........................................................... Domestic Automobiles, Retail
Hishmeh, Husam.............................................................Restaurateur, Franchisee
Hoag, Judith............................................................Real Estate Sales, Residential
Hoag, Will................................................................................... Honorary Member
Hughes, Tim............................................................Real Estate Sales, Residential
Juvonen, Todd............................................................................Financial Services
Kagan, Kenneth................................................................................................ CPA
Kreutz, Nicole............................................................................................. Banking
Ludes, Rocky............................................................................................ Honorary
Lynn, Robert................................................................................................ Jewelry
Marquez-Olson, Carol.......................................................................Travel Agency
Marsh, Sam...........................................................................Secondary Education
Masterson, John A....................................................... Foreign Automobiles, Retail
McGee, Bruce.............................................................................. Wholesale Foods
McGee, Kathy........................................................................... Education (Retired)
Medoza, Juan........................................................................................... Honorary
Norman, Richard M...................................................................................Trial Law
Noville, Robert............................................................... Civil Engineering (Retired)

Pazen, Robert L., O.D............................................................................ Optometry
Pazen, Wendy..........................................................................Office Management
Polito, Ron........................................................................ Commercial Real Estate
Potts, Cari Ann............................................................................................Attorney
Shannon, Laura....................................................................Wholesale Pet Supply
Spellman, William J., D.D.S......................................................Prosthetic Dentistry
Stewart, Richard E.......................................................Banking, Real Estate Loans
Stork, Midge, CFP, CSPG.................................... Financial Planning, Investments
Strohman, Joseph, Jr.........................................................................Business Law
Swan, Thomas...........................................................................Investment Advisor
Thompson, Allison............................................................................................ CPA
Thompson, Vance, CLU, ChFC................................ Insurance, Financial Planning
Widders, Monte L................................................................................General Law
Word, Jim....................................................................................Department Store
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Zardari, cont’d from page 6

because of the danger. The conventional methods of taking the program forward may not be enough if we do not 
simultaneously address the security concerns.

TR: Will you go into politics?
BHUTTO ZARDARI: I have always been in politics. Since I was a child, I have been surrounded by it. With 

a mother who was prime minister twice and a father who served as president, it is impossible to avoid politics. I 
am keen to make my own mark and ensure that I have the skills to best serve Pakistan in the future. That is why 
I have dedicated so much effort to my education, specifically focusing on health care and humanitarian concerns.

TR: What was it like to grow up in exile?
BHUTTO ZARDARI: I spent a good portion of my life in Dubai. It was difficult to see the struggles my 

mother faced being away from our home. At the same time, it was inspiring to see how she was able to maintain a 
presence in Pakistan while in exile. My father was in jail, and she was petitioning leaders worldwide to help bring 
democracy back to Pakistan. Despite all of that, she always made the effort to help my siblings and me with our 
homework, and attend our school functions and plays. We were always hoping to return home, but she made sure 
we never felt lost.

TR: Your grandfather was executed under a military dictatorship, your father was jailed, your mother was 
killed. What drives you to risk your own security by staying involved? Why not walk away?

BHUTTO ZARDARI: Walking away is not an option. My mother, father, grandparents, aunts, uncles, brother, 
and sister have all committed themselves to serving Pakistan. They have all believed that they could have a 
positive impact. While to many, they are simply political figures, they are my family. I trust them, and they have 
shaped who I am. I will carry on the cause that they have believed in, and that many of them have died for, to 
honor them and to serve my country.

TR: What prevents you from focusing on the tragedy you have experienced?
BHUTTO ZARDARI: While there has been great tragedy in my life, I am also aware that I have been given 

great opportunities. I have been able to study, I have been able to travel, and I have been able to create friendships 
with people from all over the world. I have also been blessed with an incredible brother and sister and a wonderful 
father. The support I get from my family is a great comfort.

TR: One of your mother’s legacies was inspiring women and girls, including Malala Yousafzai, who calls your 
mother her role model. What will it take to develop more female leaders in Pakistan?

BHUTTO ZARDARI: Just as I have been blessed to have such an inspiring mother, I feel blessed to have had 
the opportunity to get to know Malala. She is exactly right in identifying how we will empower women to take the 
lead in Pakistan in the future: education. We must ensure that women and girls have access to quality education 
so they are able to obtain leadership positions. At the same time, we must make sure that men and boys are being 
educated about equality.

TR: Will your country and the region ever see peace?
BHUTTO ZARDARI: I have great faith that one day Pakistan will have peace. I pray for the day when people 

can look beyond the bombs and the bullets and see my beautiful country, where the people have so much talent 
and bravery. It is a region in deep transition. One can only hope that the challenges of rapid population growth in 
South Asia will motivate leaders to strive harder for peace, and that we will be able to work with our neighboring 
countries to form a more stable and safe environment for our families.

By Diana Schoberg
The Rotarian
20-Aug-2015


