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Programs
Program Chair: Rocky Ludes & Deborah Perkins

October 21, 2010
YMCA Operation Splash - Margo Byrne
October 28, 2010
Avenues of Service
November 4, 2010
Rotary Foundation - Monte Widders
November 11, 2010
D.G. Deepa Willingham’s official visit

Greeters

October 21, 2010
Dave Andeson & John Borneman
October 28, 2010
Danielle Brinkman & Rafael Canton
November 4, 2010
A.C. Carbajal & Harriet Clune
November 11, 2010
Andy Corliss & Jeff Coyner

Clnt Lvents

Important Dates

Fundraisers

Nightmare on the Hill
October 30, 2010
Next meeting is
October 20
at
Red Brick Pizza
time
5:30 pm

Poinsettia Sales
Delivery Date
December 2, 2010

Youth Soccer Tournament
Date TBA
Next meeting is

at

time

Raffle Prize Donors

October 21 - Deborah Perkins
October 28 - Rich Stewart
November 4 - TBA
November 11 - Wendy Pazen

District CONfErenCe .......c.cvuvvvvrevieeerieeeeeeseseeeins Oct.22-24
Nightmare on the Hill Fundraiser-...............cccooveiniinniinns Oct. 30
Board of Directors MEeting..........ccovuvveuierieirinieineeiesceinne Nov. 3
D.G. DEEpa’s ViSit........c.cocevrrruereeireriiereeece e Nov. 11
Board of Directors MEeting..........ccovuvveuierieirinieineeiesceinne Dec. 1
Master PRLS3 ......co.coiieieieireeesee e Dec. 11
Children’s Christmas Party ...........cccocvierenineneeieneiennes Dec. 23
Board of Directors MEeting...........ccovevvieieinieiieineieieseeeien, Jan. 5
MaSter PRLSA ... Jan. 22
MaStEr PRLST ... Feb.5
MaStEr PRLS2. ......ocviiiiieieiceeseeee s Feb. 26
[riSh FESHVAl .........ceeiic s Mar. 12
MasSter PRLSS .........coiiiiieicirieieisee s Mar. 12
BaSiC PRLS .......cooviiieceee e Apr. 8
District ASSEMDIY ... Apr. 9
RYLA o Apr. 15 -17
R.I. Convention New Orleans............ccccovuvieieirinieiniins May 22 - 25
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Presidents Message ...

Our District Conference is this Saturday
at Limoneira in Santa Paula. This is a very
unique event as our DG Deepa Willingham
has decided to bring the party to the people. It
promises to be a very fun conference. Thank
you, DG Deepa. We have 11 members signed
up to work the Barbecue Team for this event
and [ know Jordan Eller and Tom Swan need
about 9 more. Please give them a call and sign
up!!

October 24 is World Polio Day. Since 1985, Rotary has
contributed more than $900 million and countless volunteer
hours to the protection of more than two billion children in 122
countries. Starting last Monday, Oct. 18, we get two-for-one
recognition to benefit Rotary’s US$200 Million Polio Challenge.
This applies only to online donations of $100 or more to PolioPlus
and it will end on Oct. 24. After hearing Ventura Rotarian Larry
Emrich speak to our club last week, I think we all have a better
understanding of what Rotary has accomplished so far and how
close we are to eradicating this horrible disease. For as little as
60 cents worth of vaccine, a child can be protected against this
crippling disease for life. Remember, polio is only a plane ride
away. You CAN make a difference in a child’s life. Please act
now!

If you need help going online to make your donation,

please call me and I will help you!!!
Monday night, the Ventura Rotaract club hosted DG Deepa

Willingham at the Wedgewood Banquet Center. Rotaract
President Cheney Caldwell has really done a wonderful job of
recruiting new members and growing her club. And we all have
a treat in store for us when DG Deepa comes to our club for
her official visit on Nov.11. DG Deepa is very passionate about
Polio eradication and her enthusiasm is contagious. Two young
men who attended the Rotaract meeting were standing out in
the parking lot afterwards and asking Harriet Clune and Rich
Stewart questions about how they can help and get involved.
These young men are 21 and 26. They are full of energy and now
realize that they have an opportunity to change lives — really!
— by joining Rotaract and getting involved in the Rotary Family
that has clubs in almost every country in the world. It was
very refreshing to listen to these guys talking about making a
difference and wanting to learn the best way to do it.

In the 5 years that [ have been a Rotarian I have found that the
more Rotary events that I attend, the better understanding I have
of how exciting it is to belong to an organization such as Rotary.
The enthusiasm of young people wanting to get involved with
changing lives throughout the world and the excitement they feel

Wendy Pazen
President 2010-2011

President, cont'd on page 4
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2010 - 2011
Club Board of Directors

Wendy Pazen .........ccoeveeveiiiceieeeieeecnn, President
TOM SWaN......ccivirerieeceeeeeeceee e President Elect
JeffHata ......oooovveciiiecccccecc, Past President
Jordan ElEr ..o Secretary
RODEM LYNN ..o Treasurer
Devere L. (Pete) Gallagher.................... Sergeant at Arms
Deborah Roberts .........cccccoevevevcucnenee. Director 2009-2011
Henry OSter........cccevvericceiee, Director 2008-2011
Deborah Perkins.........cccccovevevevceenenn. Director 2009-2012
Robert Pazen........ccccccevvvivevevccncnnnn. Director 2009-2012
John Masterson...........ccccccovvvevevennnn, Director 2010-2013
Robert Jacobi ........cccccceeiiivivicecnne, Director 2010-2013

Avenues of Service Directors

TOM SWaAN.....coieiiirieieiieseee s Club Service
Bill Spellman..........ccccovveviieeriieiinns Vocational Service
Craig Miller .........coovvveerieriireeieen, Community Service
Floyd Gill.....cooveeeeiceieeceee e, New Generations
Judy HOag ..o, International Service
Mark SMIth ..o Interact

Rotary International Officers

Paul P. Harris .......ccocoveeiccecesicnns Founder of Rotary
Ray Klinginsmith............... President, Rotary International
Deepa Willingham ................. Governor, R.I. District 5240
Wade Nomura .............. Governor Elect, R.I. District 5240
Frank Ortiz..........ccccee.... Governor Nominee District 5240
Dr. John Carroll (In Memoriam)............ P.D.G. 1981-1982
Arnie DOWAY ......covvevrieeriieeeseeieeceen, P.D.G. 2003-2004
Jan Lindsay .......cccoeeevieniccecens P.D.G. 2004-2005
Sally Adelblue...........oveverireriierieinn, P.D.G. 2005-2006
Rich AbDOtt ... P.D.G. 2006-2007
Jane McClenahan............ccccovevivininnn. P.D.G. 2007-2008
V1| T o P.D.G. 2008-2009
Luz Maria Ortiz-Smith..........ccccevvreerenne P.D.G. 2009-2010
The Four Way Test

First ... Is it the TRUTH? Second ... Is it FAIR to

all concerned? Third .. Will it build GOOD WILL

and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? ‘Fourth ... Will it be
BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

BUILDING COMMUNITIES
BRIDGING CONTINENTS




Meeting October 14, 2010

Reported by Jeff Hata

President Wendy invited
everyone to lunch, guests and
visiting Rotarians first!

President Wendy thanked
our greeters Tim Hughes.

Danielle Brinkman led
us in the salute to the Flag
and Maria Lopez gave our
Inspriational Message.

Introduction of guests was
done by Monte Widders.

Guest of Joe Strohman
was Chad Gibson and guest
of Maria Lopez was Magana Pope. Monte then said a few
words about Past District Governor Jock MacKenzie’s
memorial service.

John Borneman and Dave Anderson then led us in a
song!

Terry McBreen announced that our raffle prize was a
$50 gift card to Trader Joe’s *‘
which was donated by Bill
Spellman. j

Deborah  Roberts  spoke
about Nightmare on the Hill.
We need volunteers to work the |
night of the event and we also
need promised raffle items to be
turned in this week!

President ~Wendy then
inducted Tim Hughes into the
club. Tim works for the Rescue
Mission Alliance and is also a
past member of our club. Tim is being sponsored by Joe
Strohman. Welcome back to the club Tim.

Presidents Announcements:

We need to know who is going to help with the BBQ for
the District Conference on October 23rd. We have to get
the registration for filled and and submitted.

Avenues of Service Reports:

International Service (Judy Hoag) Poinsettia Plant sale
time is here and Judy has flyers.

Vocational Service (Bill Spellman) we will be honoring
our Vocational Student of the Quarter at the October 21st
meeting.

Club Service (Tom Swan) needs more volunteers for
the BBQ Team at Limoneria on October 23rd. We will be
BBQ’ing for about 300 people for the District Conference.

Maria Lopez gave our
inspirational message.

Tim Hughes was inducted into
the club.

The address is 1141 Cummins
Road in Santa Paula. The
District Conference will be
here from 11:30-2:30 and then
will be off to Santa Maria.

Happy dollars: Deborah
Roberts, Jeff Hata, Monte
Widders, Jesse Gonzalez, Jan
Lindsay, Ron Polito, Rocky
Ludes, Craig Miller, John
Borneman and Maria Lopez.

Deborah  Perkins then
announced our speaker, Larry
Emrich, Immediate Past
President of the Rotary Club of Ventura and our District
Polio Chair.

Larry Emrich, of the Rotary Club of Ventura, gave
a very informative presentation about polio and its
eradication. Polio is a virus that attacks the central
nervous system.

Larry has firsthand knowledge about polio. When he
was only four years old, he woke up one day and could
not walk. Larry’s five year old brother also had the
same fate. Larry was hospitalized for seven weeks, his
brother for six months. Larry made a full recovery, but
his brother had to wear leg braces after being released
from the hospital.

The first vaccine for polio was approved in 1955.
People stood in very long lines for an opportunity to
receive the polio vaccination.

In 1985, Rotary began its polio drive. By 1988, 125
nations had joined in a global polio eradication effort.
At that time, there were approximately 1,000 new cases
per day worldwide.

Over the years, great strides have been made in
eradicating polio. In 1979, 24 years after the vaccine
was approved, the United States became polio free.
Fifteen years later, North and South America became
polio free. In 2004, Europe also became polio free.
In addition, one of the three strains of polio has been
eradicated.

Unfortunately, the virus has never been completely
wiped out. The last four countries to have the virus
are Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria (“PAIN”).
Currently, there are approximately 1,000 new cases per

Monte Widders introduced
guests & visitng Rotaraians.

Meeting, cont'd on page 4
Page 3



Meeting, cont'd from page 3
year.

In 2007, the Gates Foundation gave
$100 million to Rotary to spend on polio
eradication. The Rotary foundation

successfully matched those funds so the |

Gates Foundation gave Rotary an additional
$255 million. Rotary must match these
funds by the end 0f 2012. Rotary has already
matched $142 million.

Larry described and showed pictures of
his trip to Lucknow, India in February 2008,
for National Immunization Day. When the
children receive a vaccination, they have
their pinky dipped in ink so workers can keep
track of who received a vaccination. The
workers follow up the initial vaccination by
going house to house over the next few days.
vaccinate a child with drops.

Past President of the Rotary Club
of Ventura, Larry Emrich, spoke to
us about Rotary’s Polio Eradication

Program.

It costs only $0.60 to orally

Thank you Larry for a great presentation and for all of the great work

that you do.

Deborah A. Perkins

President, cont'd from page 2

when they realize that through Rotary they have the vehicle and support
to make these dreams come true. Awesome, doesn’t even come close to

describing Rotary.
Have a wonderful week!

Wendy

Tell me and | forget; show me and | remember,
Involve me and | understand,
- Anonymous

Rotary Club of Ventura-East
Post Office Box 3012
Ventura, California 93006

info@RotaryVenturaEast.org

q)

Danielle L. Brinkman, CPA
300 East Esplanade Drive
Suite 520

Oxnard, CA 93036

Brinkman
& Company

: 805-485-7194
805-278-1200
danielle@brinkmancpa.com

mm

an accountancy corporation
www.brinkmanandcompany.com

Mark C. Rook
Munager
FDR-1118

15 Teloma Dirlve
Ventura, CA 93003
505-642-5134

Fax 805-643 5754
mark. roali@sei-us.com
Fi-6d)

This space could be reserved
for
you ... Place your ad here!

Jeff Hata

5533 fArundell Circle #B
lentura, CA 93003

(805) 650-0733
(805) 650-9904
www.MyAnchorPrinting.com
Jeff@MyRAnchorPrinting.com

OFFICE
FAX
wes
EMAIL

John A. Masterson
Editor

Capt'n Cruise Travel News
"Colorful Cruise Commentary"
P. O. Box 3200
Ventura, California
93006-3200
805-340-0956
Fax:805-642-4447
E-mail:Jmasterson@ CaptnCruise.com
www.captneruise.com

Wendy Pazen
Office Manager

Dr. Robert L. Pazen

805/650-2020
Fax: 805/650-2024

Broker Associate

Sales Associate

RICH STEWART

CcoLDWeLL
BANKEGRO
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

(805) 302-9001 HARRIET CELL
(805) 320-4388 RICH CELL
(805) 647-7619 FAX
harriet.clune@camoves.com

Optometry Qb rich.stewart@camoves.com
h N ]
801 South Victoria Avenue >oK) CLUNE & STEWART 1190 South Vi dve. Ste100
South Victoria Ave., Ste
Ventura, CA 93003 HARRIET CLUNE Ventura, CA 93003

www.camoves.com/harriet.clune
www.camoves.com/rich.stewart

Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

This space could be reserved
for
you ... Place your ad here!
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Help Deborah Roberts Help
Children With Pediatric Cancer

By Jeff Hata

Deborah Roberts has volunteered to shave her [
head and donate her hair to Locks of Love if I can
do the following ...

I have until March 12, 2011 to raise $10,000
in donations. If I accomplish this task, Deborah
will shave her head on the main stage at our Irish
Festival.

Being the great Rotarians that [ know you all are,
I am sure you will all want Deborah to get what she
has volunteered to do.

If you would like to make a donation, please let me know. We are
currently researching which non-profit to donate the proceeds to and will
let you know soon.

So far we have one pledge from Wendy Pazen!

Coming March 12, 2011!
Immediately following the St. Patrick’s Day parade come to
our inaugural Ventura Irish Festival at Plaza Park.

Irish Dancers, Bag Pipe Bands, Food, Irish Beer, Shopping
and more!
www.IrishFestival Ventura.org

WESTERN INTERNATIONAL SECURITIES INC.
Member FINRA/SIPC « CA Ins Lic #0823117

Clearing through JP Morgan Clearing Corp.
Securities offered through Western International Securities, Inc.
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= =
ﬁ

PHONE 805-644-3495

CELL 805-760-5688

FAX 805-644-

EMAIL tswan@wisdirect.com

Thomas B. Swan FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

BRANCH OFFICE
2555 Townsgate Rd #300

VENTURA OFFICE
290 Maple Court #118
Ventura, CA 93003
805-644-3495

Westlake Village, CA 91361
805-496-0988
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(805) 477-4377
(805) 320-7800 Cell

: %40:;’«1&;(1
/éea/tom

Fax (805) 477-4378
E-mail judyhoag@pacbell.net
y oﬂg 2686 Johnson Dr. Suite 103

Ventura, CA 93003

MLS n

CALIFORNIAYOEFICEIEQUIPMENT,

2747 E. Main - VENTURA, CA - (805) 643-0869

Bob Beckwith
Founder/Owner for over 50 years

LN/ 2767 E. Main St.
Ventura, CA 93003
Phone: (800) Get-Desk

Fax: (805) 643-3239
Email: COEC@Earthlink.Net

|

Visit our website www.coec.biz

V o= JAN CORWIN LINDSAY
Certified Public Accountant
Community Memorial Health System LINDSAY Certified Valuation Analyst
Where Excellence Begins with Caring .y
(
John Masterson COMPANY
Vice President
Community Relations CL’)‘tiﬂL’d
805/652-5625 . 770 County Square Drive, Suite 102
805/667-2895 FAx 147 N. Brent St. Public  Ventura, California 93003
jmasterson@cmhhospital.org Ventura, CA 93003 Accountant lsu.ub:»ua;ul 5 l'/\.\‘rS/H,no.»H-I}H
jclepa@pacbell.net

Weekly Raffle

Our raffie prize this week was a
$50 gift card to Trader Joe’s which
was donated by Bill Spellman.

The lucky winner was Jordan
Eller.

We raised $92 this week bringing
our total for the year to $1,355!

Remember, all the money we
raise from the weekly raffle is put
into the scholarship fund for Buena
Seniors!

Thank you to Bill Spellman for
your donation and congratulations
to Jordan Eller.
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Young Rotarian quits job, makes

service his life

by Craig Vetter
The Rotarian -- October 2010

Andrew Kerr came out
of high school primed for
success.

He took a job in real
estate lending, and by the
time he was 20, he had
bought a house near his
hometown of Cary, North
Carolina, USA, furnished
it with a big-screen TV,
and parked a nice car in
the driveway.

“I read a book that
suggested joining a service
club  for  networking 4
opportunities,” he says.
“So I went online and
checked out Lions Clubs,
Kiwanis, and Rotary — which seemed the coolest to me because of its
commitment to community service and national networking.”

Within months of joining the Rotary Club of Research Triangle Park,
Kerr had organized a 5K race. Although he’d become a Rotarian for the
networking, that project helped him focus his interest in service. “I worked
long hours for six months under a lot of stress, but it gave me something
that was missing in my life and got me thinking that I might want to do
this kind of thing for a living, although I didn’t know how,” he says. He
continued to volunteer for club projects, and after two years, at 24 years
old, he became his club’s youngest president.

By 2008, Kerr was a lending manager at a large real estate agency,
but the business climate and his spirit for the work had begun to wane.
Then something he read online fed into his growing affinity for community
service. “The idea was volunteer vacations. I like traveling, and through
Rotary I was getting into volunteering, and the two together seemed really
cool,” he says.

At the end of June that year, he and a friend drove to Iowa after record-

After gutting flooded homes in Cedar Rapids, Kerr helps
reframe damaged walls.

Hishmeh Enterprises
DBA Domino’s Pizza®

), Husam Hishmeh
Franchisee

1811 Knoll Dr. Ste A
Ventura, CA 93003

Phone (805) 650-9946
Fax (805) 650-9947
Mobile (805) 901-7402
husamhishmeh@sbcglobal.net

7 Tel: (805) 642-4343
Fax: (805) 642-4343
Cell: (805) 415-5262

\
Carol Marquez-Olson-..| i
E-mail: carolmtravels@roadrunner.com

This space is reserved for

Lyrm’s chc]rg
(805) 642-5500

This space could be reserved
for
you ... Place your ad here!

Terry McBreen

REALTOR"

(805) 648-5051 Office * (805) 256-4882 Cell
(805) 652-0434 Fax
terrymcbreen@coldwellbanker.com
www.camoves.com/terry.mcbreen

Rabobank, N.A.

Service, cont'd on page 8

Rabobank

Nikki Sloan
Vice President
Commercial Banking Officer
coLbweLL
Office address 300 E. Esplanade Dr., Suite 110, Oxnard, CA 93036 AN
Mailing address 300 E. Esplanade Dr., Suite 110, Oxnard, CA 93036-0208 B KeR
Telephone 805/278-8344
Fax 805/988-6162
E-mail nikki.sloan@rabobank.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

1190 S. Victoria Ave., Suite 100
Ventura, CA 93003

Ca. Lic #01852564

www.rabobankamerica.com Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

This space is reserved for
Norman, Dowler, Sawyer, Israel,

Walker & Barton
(805) 654-0911
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Gibson, Jones & Schneider L.L.P.
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CMS
Jordan Eller
President

Mortgage Banker

Office:  805-644-1621
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Summer Day Camp
(805) 642-3801

email:  Jordan@refibuy.com -

Rotary Club of Ventura-East, Membership List
100% Paul Harris Fellow Club

District 5240

AIDEE, LBE ...ttt e s Retired
ANAErson, DAVId........cccciiiieeeeeeeee s it Architecture
Beckwith, RODEI E. ..........covvviiieicicceccee et Office Equipment
Borneman, JONN ..o ..Songleading
Brinkman, Danielle ............ccccveeeeeeeciie et ensnin s .... Accountant
Canton, Rafael, M.D. ...ttt et Psychiatry
Carbajal, AMUIO ... s Environmental Health
Clune, HarTiet .......ocoeveveeececes vttt Real Estate Management
COMlISS, ANAIBW........veeeeeee ettt e eeentis Broadcasting
Coyner, JEff ...t Attorney, Civil Litigation
Crozier, ThoMas H.........c.ooovevivieeiesti i Real Estate Development
Doyle, MIiCh@el........coivriii et Real Estate Management
Eller, JOrdan........cocnediinceneccee b Banking, Mortgage Lending
Emch, James H., C.PA. .o General Accounting
Gallagher, Devere L. (Pete).....ccurivremsnesersanneeesianeeerasion Automobile Servicing
Gallagher, RiChard............ccooieimnienieeiee it Stock & Bond Sales
Gill, FIOY...oe ittt Bankikng, Management
GONZAIEZ, JESSE......oveiieeeeeeee e e Automotive, Repair & Sales
Gray, Bill ...ttt Property Management
Hashbarger, TOM .........coii i Health Services
[ 21 IR 1<) 1 O N U Printing
Hertel, Ronald............cccceocitiiceccceeeeeeeiee Real Estate Land Development
Hicks, WIlliam .........cceeiieeceeeee st Domestic Automobiles, Retail
Hishmeh, HUSaM .........coeerei e Restaurateur, Franchisee
Hoag, JUdith ..o Real Estate Sales, Residential
HOAG, Wl ..ot Honorary Member
HUGNES, TIM oot Nonprofit; Development
JACODI, RODBI ...ttt sttt Restauranteur
Kagan, KENNEth ..ottt CPA
Lindsay, Jan Corwin, C.PA. ...cooviireedeeesineeinns Small Business Accounting
LOPEZ, MATIA ... bbbttt Education
Ludes, Rocky CPA Tax
Lynn, RODEI ... e Jewelry
Marquez-OISon, Carol ... in Travel Agency
Marsh, Sam ..o Secondary Education
Masterson, JORNA.......cccoovveeeeeeeeeceee e Foreign Automobiles, Retail
MCBIEEN, TEITY ..ot Real Estate, Investments

Chartered May 23, 1963

Mercado, MIChEIIE ..........c.coveeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee s Bank Manager
Miller, Craig......c..c..vvrewiiiereiiianne. .Disaster Recovery

Norman, Richard M. ... Trial Law
Norstedt, ChIiS..............cceiereeeeeece e Honorary Member
Oster, Henry ..o ...Internal Medicine
Pazen, Robert L., O.D. oottt Optometry
Pazen, Wendy ........ccoovvnnne.. .Office Managment
Perking, DEDOraN......c.cvvvvvcitiier e ier st Family Law
Polito, Ron.. ... .. W % ... Commercial Real Estate
Roberts, DEDOrah .........ciciiiiceeiieierce i Communications
Rook, Mark ..........ccccooiiieererin. .... Funeral Director
Shilton, ThOMAS E. cciiiiee e et Pharmacy
Sloan, Nicolette ..................... .Banking, Business Loans
Smith, Mark Corbin............ccoeeveviiieiieeeesese e eviae e Religion, Protestant
Spellman, William J., D.D.S.........ccoiiiieiceeiiiin e Prosthetic Dentistry
Stewart, Richard E.............c.ccocoeviivsieeses e Banking, Real Estate Loans
Stork, Midge, CFP, CSPG ..... .- Financial Planning, Investments
Strohman, JOSEPN, Jr.......c.ccuiiiieisieesiesee e s Business Law
Swan, Thomas....................... Investment Advisor
ThOMPSON, AllISON wivvviviieecveieeesietetsesesetes st sttt CPA
Thompson, Vance, CLU, ChFC........cccccoevrivinciiiae. Insurance, Financial Planning
TUMNEE, DONNA.........coeiiee ittt Honorary Member
Waddell, Sandy ...........c.c....... .. Contractor-Portable Buildings
Widders, MONtE L. cieeeec it General Law
Whitman, Diana..........ccc........ .Honorary Member
Wald, Jim ..............gif... . W Department Store
YUNCKET, CRUCK. -t ettt stb e seeseeees Honorary Member
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Service, cont'd from page 6

breaking floods hit the region. They spent a week tearing down and clearing out ruined houses with a nonprofit
called Hands On Disaster Response. “One day, 22 members from the Rotary Club of Cedar Rapids West showed
up,” he says. “We dug through a nasty, muddy, gross-smelling basement, everybody pitching in, becoming friends,
helping the community. And I remember one woman who said, ‘If you hadn’t volunteered, I would have lost the
house that I inherited from my mother, which has been in our family for 45 years.’”

Four days after he got home, Kerr asked for another week’s vacation and returned to lowa. His mind was made
up. “I drove home, quit my job, stored my stuff at my parents’ house, and bought a plane ticket back to Cedar
Rapids,” he says. Over the next four months, along with doing physical work, he raised money through Rotary
clubs and recruited volunteers so successfully that when David Campbell, the executive director of Hands On,
showed up for the project’s completion in October, he offered Kerr a full-time job.

Through the organization, Kerr has responded to flooding in New York State, tornadoes in Arkansas and
Missouri, and earthquakes in Sumatra, Indonesia. “Sometimes it’s overwhelming,” he says. “But it’s fun too.
You’re out there with volunteers from around the world, living, eating, working with them for 24 hours a day, and
you bond quickly with them and with the communities you’re working in. It’s a great feeling.”

As development coordinator, Kerr’s duties include fundraising, grant writing, public speaking, and supporting
staft in the field. Since January, he’s spent several months in Haiti, where Hands On has two full-time employees
and a base that houses 100 volunteers. “We do rubble removal — a lot of it has to be removed by hand, so you
can salvage as much as possible,” he says. “There’s a field hospital where we built shelves for the supplies that
volunteers bring in; we categorize everything and provide runners when doctors or nurses need something. We try
to find where the gaps are and fill them in.”

Kerr, who’s now 28, has spoken to more than 60 Rotary clubs about fundraising, promoting volunteerism, and
attracting younger members. Rotarians have responded by donating their money and time to Hands On projects.
As for Kerr, he doesn’t see himself turning back.

“It takes a little getting used to, living in a bunk space, just taking along what you need, but you find out you
don’t need a big wardrobe or a fancy car,” he says. “It’s been crazy. It’s a really cool adventure; I absolutely love
it. I travel all over the United States, all over the world. It’s a dream come true that I don’t think would have ever
happened if | hadn’t joined Rotary at 22 years old.”



